
Grade 1 End Outcomes and 
Expectations

By the end of first grade, students will 
be able to...

● Read fluently  at grade level and use 
a variety of strategies to decode and 
comprehend fiction and nonfiction 
texts. 

● write narratives, opinions, and 
nonfiction pieces using complete 
sentences and Standard English 
conventions.

● understand and apply place value 
concepts; understand addition and 
subtraction concepts; adds and 
subtracts automatically within 10 
and apply strategies to adding and 
subtracting within 20;understand 
measurement of length using 
nonstandard measurement; and 
reason about attributes of 
geometric shapes.

● discuss folktales from America and 
around the world; explain important 
American people and symbols; and 
describe basic concepts in 
geography, civics, and economics.

● identify seasonal patterns of 
change, describe plant and animal 
attributes, experiment with sound 
and light, and use the scientific 
method to observe, identify and 
explain.
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“Grades are not about what 
students earn; they are about 

what students learn.”

-Susan Brookhart
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Rating Scale
Standards-based report cards show a 
student’s growth in social development, 
work habits, and mastery of specific 
academic concepts and skills. Students 
are rated on their Social Development, 
Learning Habits, and the academic 
performance in English Language Arts, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, and 
Specialist areas.

What is a Standards-Based Report 
Card?

Standards describe what students should 
know and be able to do. Teachers base their 
planning, instruction and assessment on 
important Grafton and Massachusetts 
standards. Teachers communicate students’ 
progress in terms of achievement relative to 
standards. 

What Can Parents Expect?

Your child will receive a standards-based 
report card that uses a 3, 2, 1 rubric 
reporting system. Teachers monitor progress 
toward end of trimester and end of year 
benchmarks and objectives through:
 
· Informal assessments and notes
· Written assessments
· Performance tasks
· Other assessment activities
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Why are all Massachusetts State 
Standards not listed on the report card?

The Grafton Public Schools’ Report Card 
Committee reviewed similar reporting 
systems in place throughout the state and 
across the educational community. The 
committee developed a reporting system 
to address standards deemed most 
significant to our students’ successful 
learning both in the students’ present 
grade level and as a prerequisite for future 
learning.

 How is a Standards-based report card 
scored throughout the year?

The descriptors on the report card are the 
most important learning targets for the 
entire school year. The scores on the 
report card represent the status of 
learning at the end of each trimester. 
Expectations to meet standards often 
increase through the year. A “3” in the 
first trimester means that a student meets 
the standard, but a student may have to 
demonstrate a higher level of achievement 
to maintain a “3” later in the year. 

What does it mean to meet the end of 
year standard?

The student demonstrates proficiency in 
concepts and skills. Performance is 
characterized by the ability to apply skills 
and strategies consistently and 
independently.

 Parent    TeacherChild

3

Meeting the Standard
Student demonstrates proficiency in essential 
skills and concepts. Independent performance is 
characterized by an ability to apply the skills with 
consistency.

2

Progressing toward the Standard
Student demonstrates progress toward an 
understanding of the essential skills and 
concepts. Independent  application is 
not yet consistent.

1

Making Limited Progress toward the Standard
With significant support, student demonstrates 
limited progress toward an understanding of the 
essential skills and concepts

NYP

Not Yet Progressing toward the Standard 
Student does not demonstrate understanding of 
concepts and skills at this time.

NA 
and/or 
Gray 
box

Not Assessed
Not assessed this trimester


